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STRAIGHT FROM THE STUDENTS 

þThis is the most important course I have taken since I started policing.ÿ 
 - Police Tactical Driver Training 

ñThis class showed me how to get my foot in the door 

and reassured my decision to become a police officer.ò 
 - Getting Hired in Law Enforcement 

òPractical scenarios gave me excellent 

feedback that is not provided anywhere else.ó 
 - General Arrest Encounters 

ñOne of the best classes ever,                                                        

and I thank the instructors.ò 
 - Rope Rescue - Operations Level 

òThe course was organized and flowed very well.   

NIPSTA offers a great environment for learning.ó 

 - Hazardous Materials - Operations Level 

òI learned from the real-life examples, hearing from others, 
and understanding how they handled their challenges.ó 
 - Project Management for Municipal Employees 

òEveryone should be able to take away something valuable from this program.ó 
 - Snowplow Driver Training 

y(QD@S HMRSQTBSNQR{x 
 - Public Works Driver Training ñThanks for teaching me  

what you know.ò 

 - Hazardous Materials - Awareness Level 

þIüm only 18 years old.  In my opinion,  
     this is the best first step to take.ÿ 
 - Getting Hired in the Fire Service 
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2011 HIGHLIGHTS 

Continued Firefighter Academy Growth 

The NIPSTA Firefighter Academy offered a year-round schedule of Basic Operations         

Firefighter certification.  The program provided nine weeks of intense, disciplined training.     

In  all, 77 new recruits from 40 different departments participated in the Academy. 

 

A Candidate Testing Center 

NIPSTA served as the only training site in Illinois to assist police and fire departments by       

offering pre-employment testing services.  These programs were supported by more than 120 

local agencies, with participation by 4,181 job applicants. 

 

Adding to the NIPSTA Fleet 

To support the ever-expanding NIPSTA curriculum, two new fire apparatus were acquired.     

A ladder truck from the Village of Hillside and a tiller truck from the Village of Niles were  

acquired as NIPSTA assets.  These vehicles are used during several fire service training       

programs on Campus. 

 

A Shared Resource 
The spirit of intergovernmental cooperation extends from NIPSTA to its partners in public 

safety, including the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System, American Red Cross, Illinois   

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System, North Major Regional Crimes Task Force, Mutual Aid Box 

Alarm System Division 3, North East Multi-Regional Training, Oakton Community College, 

and Northern Illinois University. 

 

New Opportunities for New Students 

The NIPSTA Firefighter Academy opened its doors for enrollment by individuals who are not  

members of a local fire department.  These “non-rostered personnel” are able to participate 

alongside others and receive the same level of instruction.  Although State certification is not 

available to them, they complete the program fit for duty and ready to work. 

 

CTA Training Success 
A one-of-kind partnership between NIPSTA and the Chicago Transit Authority resulted in  

programming delivered to more than 1,500 bus and rail operators.  A total of 43 educational 

sessions were delivered in less than 90 days, providing CTA staff with instruction on the      

federal Incident Command System. 

 

Property Improvements 
Responding to deficiencies in the original construction of the Technical Rescue Training Prop, 

NIPSTA completed repairs and improvements on the four-story structure.  The Prop supports 

delivery of many different programs, including Rope Rescue, Confined Space Entry, and     

Tactical Law Enforcement Training. 
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2011 HIGHLIGHTS 

A National Model 

NIPSTA was a featured presenter at the National Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI)     

Conference in San Francisco, California.  Since 2006, more than 6,000 emergency response 

professionals have received essential homeland security training throughout Cook County.  

This collaborative effort has enabled local jurisdictions to remain eligible for receipt of future 

emergency preparedness grant funds. 

 

Off-Site Success 
The NIPSTA training curriculum and instructional staff are gaining quite a reputation in the 

region.  This stems from years of experience on the Glenview Campus, but has extended to  

other suburban locations and training programs, such as: 

¶ Vehicle/Machinery Extrication Training in Stone Park 

¶ CPR/AED Training in Niles 

¶ Incident Command Training in Chicago 

¶ Chainsaw Safety Training in Buffalo Grove  

¶ Public Works Training in Waukegan 

 

Family Focus Day Flourishes 

The first-ever Family Focus Day was hosted on Campus by the NIPSTA Foundation.  More 

than 300 persons were in attendance.  The audience included firefighters, police officers,    

nurses, emergency dispatchers – and family members of all ages.  The day included educational 

sessions and service providers focusing on employee wellness, fitness, nutrition, and financial 

planning. 

 

National Guard Comes Calling 
NIPSTA was selected by the Illinois National Guard as a provider of Structural Collapse   

Training.  Instructors delivered the State-approved curriculum during a five-day period,        

resulting in participants receiving the certification - and the confidence - to respond to       

emergencies, both locally and abroad.  Unique indoor and outdoor training props made this 

possible. 

 

A Popular Place 

As host to more than 27,000 visitors each year, NIPSTA serves as a premier destination for 

some of the region’s most influential leaders.  This includes appointed and elected officials at 

the local and national levels.  Among them in 2011:  Cook County Board President Toni  

Preckwinkle, Congressman Robert Dold, and Superintendent Todd Jones, U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security Center for Domestic Preparedness.  In addition, hundreds of civilian      

volunteers descended upon the NIPSTA Campus as participants in the annual Prairie State 

CERT Challenge.  Also, sold-out audiences were welcomed on-site in support of programming 

provided by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. 
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NIPSTA TRAINING 
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CAMPUS ACTIVITY 
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FIRE/EMS TRAINING 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING 
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PUBLIC WORKS TRAINING 
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CANDIDATE TESTING 
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Firefighter CPAT Test 

Police Officer POWER Test 



NIPSTA GOVERNANCE 

Mission Statement 

To develop and provide high quality, cost-efficient educational programs that address the  

training requirements of fire, police, EMS, public works, hazardous  materials, and disaster  

response personnel. 

 

The NIPSTA curriculum responds to the public safety educational needs and high professional 

standards of local government and private industry. 

 

Board of Directors 

The NIPSTA Board of Directors serves as the governing body that makes all final policy         

decisions, sets goals and objectives, and is responsible for the governance of the Academy.  

The NIPSTA Board of Directors is comprised of representatives from each of the Members. 

 

The following have been elected by the membership to serve as Officers of the Board: 

 President - Timothy Wiberg, Village of Lincolnwood 

 Vice President - Ralph Czerwinski, Village of Skokie 

 Secretary - Alan Wax, City of Des Plaines 

 Treasurer - Paul Harlow, Village of Glencoe 

 

Executive Committee 

The NIPSTA Executive Committee is responsible for overseeing the Academy’s day-to-day 

operations, which are under the control of an appointed Executive Director.  The Executive 

Committee also ensures the implementation of all policies established by the Board of           

Directors. 

 

These individuals serve as members of the Executive Committee: 

 President - Timothy Wiberg, Village of Lincolnwood 

 Vice President - Ralph Czerwinski, Village of Skokie 

 Secretary - Alan Wax, City of Des Plaines 

 Treasurer - Paul Harlow, Village of Glencoe 

 Member - James Dominik, Village of Wilmette 

 Member - Wayne Globerger, Village of Glenview 

 Member - Patrick Kreis, Village of Winnetka  

 Member - David Mau, Village of Glencoe 

 Member - Diana Mikula, Village of Arlington Heights 

 Member - Steve Noble, Village of Northfield 

 Member - Lynn Seinfeld, Oakton Community College 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 

Facilities & Grounds Committee 

Committee Chair - Wayne Globerger, Village of Glenview 

The Committee is responsible for overseeing the management of all facilities, equipment, and 

grounds, including the development of plans and specifications for construction of the      

Academy. 

 

Finance & Administration Committee 

Committee Chair - Steve Noble, Village of Northfield 

The Committee is responsible for establishing Academy accounting/budgeting policies and 

procedures.  Committee members also oversee the preparation of the annual budget and the  

annual financial report, and establish insurance limits, personnel policies, and procurement 

guidelines. 

 

Fire/EMS Training Committee 

Committee Chair - James Dominik, Village of Wilmette 

The Committee is responsible for identifying, researching, and making recommendations      

related to the management and operation of fire, EMS, E.S.D.A., special rescue, recovery, and 

mitigation activities to meet regional and individual fire service training needs. 

 

Police/Law Enforcement Training Committee 

Committee Chair - Pat Kreis, Village of Winnetka 

The Committee is responsible for identifying, researching, and making recommendations      

related to police functions, management, special operations, E.S.D.A., tactical needs, and   

community-oriented policing to meet regional and individual law enforcement training needs. 

 

Private Industry Training Committee 

Committee Chair - Lynn Seinfeld, Oakton Community College 

The Committee is responsible for identifying, researching, and making recommendations      

associated with assistance to or from local governments to or from the private sector in order to 

develop mutually beneficial training programs and activities. 

 

Public Works Training Committee 

Committee Chair - David Mau, Village of Glencoe 

The Committee is responsible for identifying, researching, and making recommendations      

related to water, sewer, streets, and other training needs of public works departments. 
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NIPSTA FOUNDATION 

The Northeastern Illinois Public Safety Training Academy Foundation is an Illinois not-for-

profit corporation that is organized and operated exclusively for charitable and educational   

purposes. The Foundation enjoys tax-exempt status pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the federal 

Internal Revenue Code. 

 

The Foundation solicits and receives public and private donations, gifts, grants, memorials, and 

bequests of money, property, and services that support the training of fire, police, public works, 

and private business professionals at the Northeastern Illinois Public Safety Training         

Academy.   

 

Specifically, the Foundation supports: 

   Development of public safety curricula; 

   Design and implementation of training props; 

   Expansion of NIPSTA facilities, programs, and services; 

   Enhancement of emergency preparedness and response, and; 

   Improvements in community safety that result from better-trained personnel. 

 

These individuals serve as members of the Board of Directors: 

President:   Albert Rigoni, Village of Skokie 

Secretary:   Robert Lahey, NIPSTA 

Treasurer:   George Van Geem, Village of Niles 

Director:  Ronald Eilken, City of Des Plaines Fire Department (ret.) 

Director:  Michael Hansen, Village of Lincolnwood Fire Department 

Director:  Brian King, Village of Wilmette Police Department 

Director:  Lynn Seinfeld, Oakton Community College 
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NIPSTA MEMBERSHIP 
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Village of Arlington Heights 

Village of Deerfield 

Deerfield-Bannockburn Fire Protection District 

City of Des Plaines 

City of Evanston 

Village of Franklin Park 

Village of Glencoe 

Village of Glenview 

Village of Gurnee 

Village of Hanover Park 

City of Highland Park 

Intergovernmental Risk Management Agency 

Village of Lincolnwood 

Village of Morton Grove 

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Division 3 

Village of Niles 

North Maine Fire Protection District 

North Regional Major Crimes Task Force 

Village of Northbrook 

Village of Northfield 

Northfield Township Road District 

Oakton Community College 

Palatine Rural Fire Protection District 

Park District Risk Management Agency 

City of Park Ridge 

Prospect Heights Fire Protection District 

Village of Skokie 

Village of Wilmette 

Village of Winnetka 



STRAIGHT FROM THE STUDENTS 

þI will take what Iüve learned from this class with me forever.ÿ 
- Advanced Technician Firefighter 

ñThe majority of our day is spent behind the wheel.   

The more training we have, the more efficient we become.ò 
- Police Tactical Driver Training 

òGreat class experience for any officer, 

regardless of the years of experience.ó 
    - Building Search & Room Clearing 

ñEverything was great, canôt wait for the 

next one.  Thank you.ò 
 - Trauma/EMS Symposium 

òI found the personalized instruction to be very helpful.ó 

 - General Arrest Encounters 

òI like how lunch is provided every day.  It prevents the  
hassle of leaving Campus and finding restaurants nearby.ó 
    - Fire Officer II 

òThese are great skills to acquire - lots of information that will benefit the rest of my career.ó 
 - Basic Evidence Technician School 

y* KD@QMDC @ KNS SNC@X{x 
 - Rail Safety for Emergency Responders 

ñI enjoy the open discussions.ò 

- Driver Simulation Training for Public Works 

þThere is more to this than I initially thought.ÿ 
 - Basic Cell Tower Rescue for Firefighters 
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